
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
29 November 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As you will be aware, the government has recently announced measures (effective from 
tomorrow) to combat the emerging situation as a result of the new Covid-19 variant (Omicron).  
Just after 4.00pm yesterday, the Department for Education (DfE) also issued some new guidance 
for schools; since then we have been working to implement this with as little disruption to the 
running of our school as possible.   
 
Therefore, from tomorrow (Tuesday 30th November), face coverings will be mandatory for 
all staff and pupils (Year 7 and above) in communal areas in school e.g. corridors.   
 
Other points to note on this include: 
 

• The above is in line with the public guidance that comes into force tomorrow also, 
namely the wearing of face coverings in shops and on public transport.   

• Bearing this in mind, we will allow pupils to wear their own face coverings as long as 
they are appropriate and plain e.g. not patterned and/or displaying motifs. 

• We have a stock of appropriate face coverings in school and will ensure that all our 
pupils can be given one if they arrive without one.   

 
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that home testing remains one of the key 
mechanisms in controlling the spread of Covid-19.  Given that an Omicron infection results in 10 
days of self-isolation (for close contacts also, even if they are vaccinated), then this is even more 
important.  If your child tests positive on a Lateral Flow Test (LFT), please ensure they get a PCR 
test, as the latter can differentiate the new variant from the previous ones.  Reporting (and contact 
tracing) is still currently being done via the NHS website.   
 
Finally, we are also preparing to test pupils upon their return to school after the Christmas break.  
As has been the case in the past, this is voluntary (although strongly encouraged), and we are 
currently in the process of clarifying how this will be done.  Once more detail is forthcoming from 
the DfE and local Public Health teams, we will write out again to all parents/carers.   
 
Thank you for your continuing support, both for the school and in the push to support public health 
initiatives.  As always, if there are any question regarding the above, please do not hesitate to 
contact us via the usual channels.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr N Robinson 
Executive Principal  
 


