
• Sustainability is defined as ‘development that meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.’ 

• If we are acting in a sustainable manner, we are able to 

preserve life as we currently know it for future generations. 

• We can think about sustainability in three categories: social, 

economic, and environmental sustainability. 

• It’s the most biodiverse land on the planet, home to 30% of the 
word’s species. 

• It’s river flows for an impressive 6,600 km. 

• It has 16,000 tree species and 390 billion trees. 

• It spans 9 countries and 59% of the Amazon is in Brazil. 

• It is home to around 400 indigenous tribes, some of whom 
have never had contact with the outside world! 

What is sustainability? 
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Why is the Amazon so amazing? 

Sustainable 
The ability to meet the needs of today, without 
compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their needs. 

Favela 
An area of informal housing on the edge of a 
city. 

Quality of life 
The standard of health, comfort and happiness 
experienced by people. 

Rural-urban 
migration 

Moving from the countryside to the city. 

Natural 
increase 

Where the population grows naturally as births 
are higher deaths. 

Nutrient cycle 
The movement of nutrients within an 
ecosystem. 

Indigenous 
tribes 

Distinct cultural and social groups of people 
native to a place.  

Biodiversity 
The variety of plant and animal life in a 
particular habitat. 

Ecotourism 
A form of responsible travel that aims to 
conserve the environment. 

Cattle ranching 
The activity of raising cattle e.g. cows to sell for 
meat. 

• The illegal drug trade has huge economic benefits for some 
people in South American countries. Many countries that are 
involved are underdeveloped (are not HICs) and make a 
significant income from the trade.  

• Colombia earns $10 billion per year from illegal drug activity.  

• 68,000 hectares of land were used for illegal coca (cocaine) 
bush cultivation in 2009.  

• Nearly 90% of cocaine used in the U.S. originates in Colombia. 

• Drug production has been linked to severe violence across 
South America. 

Is the drug trade sustainable? 
Are cities growing unsustainably? 

• Bogota is the capital city of Colombia (a country located in 
north west South America).  

• The population of Bogota is increasing due to increased rural-
urban migration and natural increase. This has created areas 
of slum housing. 

• Slums are informal houses that are built very close together on 
the edge of a city. Quality of life in these areas is usually poor 
as the government does not recognise the settlement.  

• As Bogota grows, there is more pressure on resources and 
land which affects sustainability. Cities like Bogota need to put 
measures into place to make sure they can grown in a 
sustainable way. 

Are the Amazon’s soils unsustainable? 

• Soils in the Amazon rainforest are very deep but surprisingly 
infertile, with just a thin fertile layer on top. 

• Trees provide nutrients to the soil as their leaves fall and 
decompose. 

• Deforestation is threatening the sustainability of the soil. 

South America is a continent with 12 

countries and 433 million inhabitants. 

It is home to the world’s largest 

rainforest, the  Amazon. It also has a 

desert, called the Atacama, the 

largest country is Brazil

Map of South America 

Is ecotourism in the Amazon sustainable? 

• Ecotourism provides jobs for local people. For example the 
Kapawi ecolodge in Ecuador is owned by the Achur indigenous 
community. 

• They aim to have a minimal impact on the environment, 
travelling in small groups and staying in wooden lodges. 

Is cattle ranching in the Amazon sustainable? 

• Cattle ranging is the number one cause of deforestation in the 
Amazon, accounting for 80%. 

• It is responsible for the release of 340 million tons of carbon 
into the atmosphere every year. 

• Since the 1960s, the cattle herd of the Amazon has increased 
from 5 to 80 million. 

• The cattle industry accounted for 8.7% of Brazil’s GDP in 2018. 
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