
 

Many religious people have strong views about both capital punishment 

and euthanasia. Many Christians are against euthanasia because of the 

sanctity of life. This means that all life is special and important because it 

is given by God. A quote from the Bible to support this is ‘made in the im-

age of God’. This shows that all life was made by God so should be treat-

ed well.  

Religious people also have strong views about capital punishment. Many 

Muslims would allow capital punishment because in the Qur’an (the Mus-

lim Holy Book) it says ‘do not take life which God has made sacred, ex-

cept by right’ this shows that there are certain scenarios where capital 

punishment would be acceptable. These include: Murder, terrorism and 

treason.  They may also say that euthanasia is the most loving thig as the 

Bible says to ‘love thy neighbour’.  

 
What Ethical Theories Will We Apply? Key Terms Real Life Ethical Dilemmas  
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For more help, visit Trinity TV and watch the following 

videos: Trinity TV > Year 9 > Religious Studies >  

Term  4 

Ethical Theory 
Ethical theories attempt to clarify what is right and 

wrong and teach us how we should act 

Natural Law Theory 

An ethical theory established by St Thomas Aquinas 

which focusses on doing good and avoiding evil. 

This is known as synderesis 

 Situation Ethics 

Situation Ethics was created by Joseph Fletcher.  

Fletcher believed what was right and wrong 

depended upon the individual’s situation and the 

Act Utilitarianism 

An ethical theory, established by Jeremy Bentham, 

which states that an action that brings the greatest 

amount of happiness to the greatest amount of 

Capital Punishment  

The legal ending of a person’s life for a crime they 

have committed, otherwise known as the death 

penalty 

Execution The act of carrying out capital punishment 

Euthanasia  

A doctor ending a person’s life for compassionate 

reasons because they are suffering. Literally means 

‘gentle and easy death’ 

Assisted Suicide 
A person asking for help ending their own life 

because they cannot do it themselves 

Dignitas  
A clinic in Switzerland that helps people die by 

assisted suicide  

Palliative Care 
Care and treatment for a person near the end of 

their lives 

Personal Autonomy 
Having the freedom to make choices about your own 

body 

Legal Allowed by law in a country 

Illegal  Against the law, punishable by law  

Capital Punishment - Key Facts 

• The countries with the highest rate of executions are China, Iran, 

Egypt, Iraq and Saudi Arabia 

• The number of executions fell by 25% in 2020 compared to 2019 

• At least 483 people were executed in 2020 

• Methods of execution can include: beheading, electrocution,  lethal 

injection and hanging 

• Crimes can include murder, treason and terrorism 

CP—Arguments For & Against 

Euthanasia - Different Types  

Euthanasia—Arguments For & Against 

For  Against  

• In the Bible & Qur’an it says 

‘eye for eye, life for life’ 

• Reduces reoffending  

• Deters (puts people off) com-

mitting crimes.  

• Doesn’t give people a chance 

to change their behaviour. 

• Against our human rights (The 

Right To Life) 

• Innocent people could be 

wrongfully killed.  

For  Against  

• Gives people freedom over 

their body.  

• Animals are put down if they 

are in pain.  

• It is cruel to force someone to 

suffer for longer.  

• There are alternatives e.g. 

hospices.  

• Could force people into being 

forced (e.g. for money).  

• Doctors are there to save lives 

not end them.  

Active Euthanasia  An ‘act’ is done to bring about death e.g. giving 

painkillers.  

Passive Euthanasia A form of treatment keeping a person alive is with-

drawn.  

Voluntary             

Euthanasia 

A person asks for their life to be ended.  

Non-Voluntary Eu-

thanasia 

A person cannot make a choice (e.g. because of 

their medical condition) 

Assisted Suicide  Being helped to die.  

Ethical Theory Recap Key information 

Natural Law 

Theory  

(St. Thomas 

Aquinas) 

‘Do good and avoid 

evil’ (Synderesis) 

1. Preservation of Life 
2. Continuation of Human 

Species 
3. Education of Children 
4. Live in an Ordered        

Society 
5. Worship God 

Utilitarianism  

(Jeremy        

Bentham) 

‘Greatest good for 

the greatest number 

of people’. Quantita-

tive & hedonistic 

Hedonic Calculus: Intensity, 

Duration, Certainty, Propinqui-

ty, Fecundity, Purity, Extent 

Situation Ethics 

(Joseph    

Fletcher)  

‘Do the most loving 

thing in each situa-

tion’  

4 working principles: 
1. Pragmatism 
2. Personalism 
3. Relativism 
4. Positivism  
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