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Population Worldwide

«  Today 56% of the world’s population, 4.4 bn inhabitants, B Ty Gt T Some Geographer’s believe cities hold the key to solving some

live in cities and this trend is increasing 1950 m2020 of the world’s major problems around climate change and
. The most urbanised regions are North America (82%), P‘ . e s.ustainability. As these iss‘ues beFome more promipgnt [n our

Latin America and the Caribbean (81%) and Europe (74%) aViavaty 74.9 oo lives and due to the ever increasing number of us living in

. o L 511 517 urban areas, designing sustainable cities is arguably paramount
. Africa is the most rural with just 43% living in urban areas il 413 to our survival as a species.
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. Around 1% of global land is defined as urban ﬁ [ I Features of a sustainable city include:
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. Already urbanl-sed regions such as North Ptme-rlca and P & Caribbean  America . Transport—Integrated public transport, walkable design.

Europe are facing very slow rates of urbanisation; whereas ., ... ..o v

Africa and Asia are facing rapid increases in urbanisation ) statista ¥ Energy—Renewable resources e.g. solar

. Waste management—recycling, composting, paperless,
circular economy.

People migrate to cities for a better quality of life. They choose to leave rural areas because of push
factors and they are attracted to urban areas because of pull factors. Examples include:

. Green spaces—publicly accessible, thriving biodiversity,
community gardens, urban farms.

Push factors The Line (shown) is a design for a smart,
Landlessness Rapid population growth sustainable 170km long city in Saudi
War and civil disorder Rural poverty Arabia, with no cars or carbon emissions!
Intolerance of alternative lifestyles Lack of educational opportunity - - s /

Desertification Transfer of land from

Lack of medical facilities subsistence to commercial
(export-orientated production)

Pull factors
Employment opportunities
Promise of higher standards of living
Entertainment
Medical facilities
Educational opportunities

When people migrate to cities, life can be challenging for the urban poor. Over 10% of the world’s population live in squatter
settlements. These are informal settlements which have been set up due to a lack of affordable housing and employment in
cities but they often provide poor living conditions.

Most large squatter settlements are located on the edge of megacities in Asia, Africa and South America. They all share similar
characteristics that the inhabitants don’t legally own the land they live on, buildings are often self built made of scrap material,
they are built on poor quality land, they don’t have organised waste collection, conditions are cramped and have a lack of
infrastructure. However, they are also home to some of the world’s most innovative and creative people, they have their own
small economy and a strong sense of community.




