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Term 4 - Knowledge Organiser

How does a democratic society work? Keywords

• Britain is a democracy – a democratic society.
• The people elect representatives, known as 

Members of Parliament (MPs) to reflect their views 
in Parliament.

• Parliament is the highest law-making body in the 
land. It is made up of the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords.

• Citizens vote for their local member of parliament. 
For example, Judith Cummins is the MP for Bradford 
South. 

• Members of Parliament are representatives for 
different political parties such as, labour, 
conservatives, liberal democrats and the green 
party.

• A political party is a group of people with similar 
ideas and beliefs who have come together to work 
to achieve their aims.

• The ideas of a political party are written down in a 
document called a manifesto. 

Democracy
A system of government in which 
power is held by elected 
representatives.

Parliament The highest law-making body in the UK.

Political 
Party

An organised group of people who 
share the same views about how power 
should be used.

Election A process of voting for a person for a 
political position e.g. an MP.

Monarchy A state that has a king or queen.

Court A place where trials and other legal 
cases happen.

Human 
Rights

Basic rights and freedoms which belong 
to every person.

Websites to further information:

• UK Parliament – www.learning.parliament.uk
• Crown Prosecution Service – www.cps.gov.uk

Curriculum for Life: Year 9 - Big Picture
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Task: Annotate the hand with the five British Values and a definition for each.

Title: What are British Values?

Task: Watch the video and answer the questions below.

Question Answer

1. What is a democracy? ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

2. What percentage of 
countries live in a democracy?

3. How does democracy 
impact our lives? What does it 
mean we can do?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Task: Watch the video and answer the questions below.

Question Answer

1. What does rule of law 
mean?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

2. Who passes our laws? ________________________________________________
________________________________________________

3. Give an example of a law 
that has been passed.

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



CONNECT – Create a mind map using your own knowledge 

Governed – Synonym – Ruler – How is the country ruled, led? 

Title: What is Democracy?

How is the 
UK 

governed?

Keyword – Democracy

How would you define democracy? Can you give examples? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Use your purple pen to amend / add the correct definition

Keyword – Dictatorship

How would you define dictatorship? Can you give examples? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Use your purple pen to amend / add the correct definition

Positives to Democracy Negatives to Democracy

•

•

•

•

•

•

This lesson links to British values because  ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
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Title: How does the voting and election process work in the UK?

Keywords

Election A process of voting for a person for a political position e.g. an MP.

Constituency This is a geographical area where people vote for an MP to represent their interests 

in House of Commons. This is an area of 60-80,000 people. 

Challenge: Can 

you link your 

prior learning? 

How does democracy link to our learning today?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Video Questions

What does the term ‘first past the 
post’ mean? 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

What happens in the House of 
Commons?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

What is a ‘safe’ seat and a ‘marginal’ 
seat?   

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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2017 Election Results 2019 Election Results 

Answer the questions on the board in full sentences.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

This lesson links to British values because  ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

2017 Election Results 

2019 Election 
Results 

Bradford 
South , 
46%

Bradford 
South , 
Labour 52%

Answer the questions on the board in full sentences.

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Challenge: What are voting patterns like in Bradford South  compared to the rest of the UK? 
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Title: What are the main political parties in the UK?

Keywords

Political Party An organised group of people who share the same views about how power should be used.

Manifesto A public declaration of policy and aims, especially one issued before an election by a political 
party or candidate

Video Questions

Where do political parties originate 
from? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

How many political parties are there? 
How many were represented in the 
last Parliament?

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Knowledge Recall Self Assess

1. Define Democracy: 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

2. Define constituency:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3. Can you list three political parties?
•
•
•
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Conservatives

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Labour

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Liberal Democrats

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Scottish National Party

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

• _________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________

Keywords

Manifesto A public declaration of policy and aims, especially one issued before an election by a 
political party or candidate

For each political party, watch the short clip about their parties manifesto and complete the table below. 
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Title: What is the Role of the Monarchy?

Video Questions

What is meant by the phrase ‘constitutional 
monarchy’?

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
______________________________________________

What are the sovereign’s (royal family) main 
duties?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

What was the Queen’s approval rating? ______________________________________________

How many people tuned into to watch Meghan 
and Harry and William and Kate’s marriages?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

How much do the Royal Family bring into the UK 
economy every year?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

How much did the Royal Family cost the UK 
taxpayers in 2019?

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

What was Prince Charles’ approval rating? ______________________________________________

Step 1: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 2: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 3: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 4: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 5: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 6: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 7: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Step 8: 
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Creating Laws in the UK 
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Title: How are British and American political systems different?

Keywords

Constitutional 
Monarchy

a system of government in which a country is ruled by a king and queen whose 
power is limited

United Kingdom United States

Head of State The Monarchy (The Queen)

Head of Government The Prime Minister

What is the name of 
their parliaments?

House of Commons
House of Lords

How many branches of 
power?

3 - The Legislature, the 
Executive and the Judiciary.

Other facts

Uncodified constitution (not 
written down in one place)

Vote at 18
Ministers are part of the 

House of Commons or House 
of Lords

Knowledge Recall Self-Assess

1. What does ‘First past the post’ mean ?: 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

2. What political party is currently in power? :
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3. List three important stages of a new law being passed: 
•
•
•

10



U
SA

U
K

H
ow

 a
re

 th
ey

 
sim

ila
r?

11



Extra Space
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